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A Break From the Yard In Suburban Maple Lawn

By Tony Glaros
Special to The Washington Post
Saturday, July 12, 2008; Page G01

‘When Prassad Karunakaran lived on a half-acre in
Sykesville, northwest of Baltimore, tending to his spread
came with the mortgage. Over time, the novelty of
mowing turned into plain drudgery.

"Cutting the grass was a nightmare," he recalled. "You
try to spend weekends with your family, and you end up
doing all these chores."

Eventually Karunakaran set out to simplify his life. He
went house-hunting in Rockville and Gaithersburg, but
he was turned off by the congestion. Someone suggested
he check out a new, mixed-use community in southwest
Howard County called Maple Lawn. He liked what he
saw and bought a single-family house on just an eighth
of an acre. "This morning, I cut the grass in 10 minutes,"
he said cheerily from the steps of his wind-powered
house. Karunakaran buys electricity from Rockville-
based Clear Currents, which generates much of its power
on wind farms in Texas and the Midwest.

Karunakaran, 40, a government contractor, boosted his
quality of life in another way. His office is less than a
mile away in downtown Maple Lawn, which is made up
of a handful of low-rise office buildings. Tenants include
lawyers and financial service firms. With the soaring
price of gasoline, the idea that he can walk to work in 15
minutes is satisfying, he said. He's even considering
asking the staff at the homeowners association to install
a bicycle rack outside his office building.

There's plenty to like about Maple Lawn, said Sharada
Karunakaran, 39, a certified public accountant for her
husband's business. "I like the concept. It's very mixed,"
she said. "There are retired people whose children are
gone, and there are married couples with no kids. And
the ethnicity is amazing."

Since 2004, Maple Lawn has been taking shape in
semirural Fulton, two miles north of Burtonsville off
Route 29. The neighborhood follows popular
"neotraditional" design principles, sometimes called new
urbanism. Such neighborhoods aim to recreate an old-
fashioned, small-town feel in new suburban areas.
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Prasad Karunakaran, left, chats with neighbor
Pradeep Sinha in the Maple Lawn community.
(By Andrew Glaros For The Washington Post)
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Maple Lawn's neighborhoods, many of them tree-lined, are made up of small blocks woven
together to promote walking and interacting. Homes are a mix of sizes and types. The
business district is young, but there's an ever-growing list of retailers, including a tapas bar,
ice cream parlor and small specialty stores such as lingerie shop Bra-la-la.
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Game Night on the third Friday of each
month. "During August, we'll have it
every Friday night," she said. It brings
together parents and children who play
board games such as Scrabble and
Monopoly.

= OPEN
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SAVE A TOTAL OF $250 OFF

This fall, she plans to reopen the store at
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and
offer "specialty drinks, live
entertainment and gourmet desserts."
The focus will be on adults searching
for lighter fare. "You might be up late
working on taxes. Parents can put their
kids to bed and have a cup of coffee."

Plans call for more than 1,300 homes -- single-family houses, townhouses, multifamily
condominiums and rentals. So far, 219 have sold, said Denise Shrader of Re/Max Advantage
Realty in Maple Lawn. "The people are moving here because of the attractive location" near
Baltimore, Washington and Annapolis "and the lack of large lots to maintain."

Given the sluggish real estate market around the region, she said, "I think the builders have

made some adjustments and are continuing to sell. In spring and summer, there are typically
more sales than in fall and winter."

CONTINUED 1 2

Related

MAPLE LAWN

BOUNDARIES: Johns Hopkins Road to the north,
Route 216 (Scaggsville Road) to the south, Route 29 to
the east and Pindell School Road to the west.

People who read this also read ...
Carolyn Hax - CAROLYN HAX
David Ignatius - Stopping At Nothing To Win
Release the Rice (IIl)
Two Friends, Both 92, Killed in Car Crash

Clgregate
know 1]
discovery by

Most Viewed Metro Articles
Woodbridge Man Charged In Fatal Virginia Carjacking

More on washingtonpost.com

More lllegal Immigrants Putting Affairs in Order:
Deportation Risk Prompts Preparation

Md. Scores In Reading, Math Show Big Strides
Poll: How Do You Rate the Stadium?

Review Finds Slurs In '06 Saudi Texts: Academy in

Fairfax Making Revisions Guilty Plea Expected in D.C. Tax Scandal

FBI Raid Included Officials' Houses

» Related Topics & Web Content
Newly Minted Club Worries Neighbors

» Top 35 Metro Articles

Ynform » Most Popular on washingtonpost.com

pow

More in the Maryland Section

Maryland
Moment

Blog: Md. Politics

Washington Post staff writers provide breaking news coverage of your county and state government.

Local Explorer

Use Local Explorer to learn about Washington, D.C., Maryland and Virginia communities.

POTOMAC
PRIMARYZ=S

Election Results
Obama and McCain swept the region on February 12.

© 2008 The Washi

gton Post C
Ads by Google

Washington Foreclosures
Free list of foreclosures, fixer uppers and estate sales save 1000's
capitolcityhomeinfo.com

The 2008 BMW M5

Page 2 of 3

Watch Voices on Leadership Sponsored by SAP
8 Secrets Your Credit Card Company Won’t Tell You

Energy efficient flat screen monitors on sale at dell.com!

Ads by Google

MD Realty Listings

View MLS Listings, Local Realtors, Maryland Realty & Homes for
Sale

www.real-estate.com

Maple Lawn

New Luxury Condos in award-winning new Howard County
community

www.bozzutomaplelawn.com

Office Space in Maryland

100-400 sq.ft - Furnished Private Offices, Columbia, MD. Full
Service

www.ehOverlookInc.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/11/AR2008071101586.ht... 9/15/2008



A Break From the Yard In Suburban Maple Lawn - washingtonpost.com

Was}]ingfonpostcom Sign In | Register Now

he Wasbington Post

Print Edition | Subscribe | PostPoints

Advertisament

& ol

¥ myweighidoctSr & Ehelasbisgtonpos
i\

Enter for a chance fo win 1 year of FREE wellness

LRt s [ X T ) 1-888-526-2240 Attendees get FREE Metabolism Testing & 50% OFF ENROLLMENT

To emter, go to washingtonpost comipastcontests

programs from MyWelghiDoctor ($5.000 value),

by September 22, 2008,

| NEWS ‘| POLITICS ‘| OPINIONS ‘| LOCAL H SPORTS ‘| ARTS & LIVING ‘| CITY GUIDE ‘

SEARCH:

washingtonpost.com > Metro > Maryland > Howard

Page 2 of 2 < Back

A Break From the Yard In Suburban Maple Lawn

Larry Yumkas and his family moved to Maple Lawn in
late 2005 from the Village of Kings Contrivance in
Columbia.

His wife, Miriam Fisher, 47, works as a lawyer in
downtown Washington. "Any closer we could get her [to
the District] while staying in Howard County was a
plus," said Yumkas, 44, a lawyer-turned-chief executive
of a consulting group in Annapolis. Staying in the
county meant their children, Emily and Ben, could
continue attending its top-ranked public schools.

While he found Columbia friendly, he said, "Maple
Lawn is more conducive to a sense of community. In
Columbia, you tend to be in a cul-de-sac so you're
limited in how many people you come in contact with."

Fisher said of their six-bedroom, 5,500-square-foot
house: "It looks over a horse farm across the street. One
of the nice things about it is even though it is a large
house, the rooms are not enormous. There's coziness to
it. . . . The guest room is in a separate part of the house
that's quiet. And there's a lovely patio in front of the
house that has a certain privacy to it." They still shop at
the Mall in Columbia, she added, but for groceries, they
make the short drive down Route 29 to the Giant Food
in Burtonsville.

Although Metrobus does not extend into Howard
County, Maple Lawn residents can park in Burtonsville,
in Montgomery County, and catch a bus there. State-
owned buses also run from a commuter lot on
Scaggsville Road. For those who prefer the train,
MARC's Camden Line from Baltimore is a 10-minute
ride away on Main Street in Laurel.

Long before Maple Lawn became an upscale residential
and commercial project, it was -- and still is -- the name
of the nearby farm that raises and sells 20,000 fresh
turkeys each year during Thanksgiving week. In 1839,
Henry lager immigrated from Germany and bought the
family's original 108 acres in Fulton. The family has
farmed the land since. The farm had grown to as many
as 1,000 acres. Eugene lager, Henry lager's great-great
grandson, who runs the farm, said he is pleased at the
way Maple Lawn is taking shape a mile east of his
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Prasad Karunakaran, left, chats with neighbor
Pradeep Sinha in the Maple Lawn community.
(By Andrew Glaros For The Washington Post)
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rolling pastures. "We only committed a small parcel -- 150 to 170 acres -- to the
development," he said. "If we hadn't done it, it would still be all farmland today. Nobody
wants density . . . they're trying to keep lots of open space there."

The sprawling community center is the focal point for activities that extend beyond the
outdoor, Olympic-size swimming pool, said Isabella Boyd, assistant manager of the
homeowners association. The list includes yoga, Pilates and wine tasting. Come summer, the
soccer field is transformed into an outdoor movie theater showing family films.

"People bring their blankets and their lawn chairs and their relatives," she said. A fireworks
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show tonight will cap a full day of activities that include face-painting, Moonbounce and a
raffle.
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Late one recent afternoon, Kristina

Ads by Google Leary was keeping a close eye on her
two young sons playing in the children's
pool. Leary moved from the District to
Maple Lawn in February 2005, making
her the first resident of the

Simplify your Home Search development. "We wanted to move out
Have all of the Homes for Sale in Maryland at and get some more space but still have a
your Fingertips! feeling of community," she said. "After
hiban.com/homesrch.htm you move to the 'burbs you can feel

isolated."

Leary, 39, admitted it was hard leaving
the city and all the services it offered,
such as good doctors and upscale
shopping in places such as Mazza
Gallerie in upper Northwest.

Being the first residents of a neighborhood wasn't easy, she said. At that time, her street had
more construction workers and equipment than anything else and no street lights. "My
husband traveled a lot," she said, which added to the loneliness. "Your imagination
sometimes runs wild. Thank God we had a big old Lab retriever."

Trish Cott, 60, and her husband, Jerry Cott, 61, moved from their house in College Park to
Maple Lawn, where they paid $750,000 for a 5,000-square foot house complete with

Palladian arches and copper drain pipes. "We didn't look anywhere else," she said.

"It's fantastic. People walk their dogs at 1 o'clock in the morning, and you can go outside and
talk to them."

Cott, who works for the Social Security Administration in the District, served as a trailblazer
of sorts. Since she bought at Maple Lawn, her sister, son and daughter have all followed.

"We're in the middle of all this rural paradise," she said, "and we have public water and

sewer. I'm a psychologist. This has done more for my mental health. . . . it's better than
Prozac."
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